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FUTURE OF BIG BEARS ASSURED
ON ALASKA HATIONAL FOREST

A carefully worked out game management plan adopted five years ago by three
agencies of the U. S. Department of Agriculture is holping to mointaln the Alaska
brown and grizzly bears. on Admiralty Island in thc Tongoss National Forest. The
plan Qas based on a study by the Forest Service; the Biological Survey and the
Alaska Game Commission.

The ieland now has a relatively dense population of both the grizzly and
brown bears, and there is no danger of their extermination, according to Dr. H. L.
Shantz, Chief of the Division of Wildlifo Management of the Forcst Servicc. It is
idoel range and is producing a heavier crop than is being harvested. Tho plan
coordinated management of the bears with presont and prospcetive activitiocs on
the island, and allows cercfully rcgulatod hunting to provent ovorstocking which
probably would result in the ond in o smaller production,

The Alaske brown boar, the largest carnivorous animal in the world, differs
only in minor peculiarities from the grizzly, and holds thc samc place in American
big grme as the lion in Afrim and the tiger in India,

In the management plan bear are rdcognized as a major resource and given
their proper consideration so as to insurc the perpotuation of the animals in
satisfactory numboers, Doetor Shantz oxplains. Other uses of the island do not
interfere, nor do the bear interfere seriously with humen uscs. The fame of the
Akasken boar brings not only hunters bdbut other travellers to the Territory and in
two large arecas closed to hunting at all times the Forcet Service has nrovided ob—

servation points where visitors may safcly wateh the boars fishing for salmon in
thedr nativo haunts. '

The total numbor of grizzly ond big brown benr on tho Chugach ond Tongnes
National Forests in Alaska is about 4500 at the presont time, Other big gemo ani-~
mals in thosc National Forosts includo an cstimated 6700 black beor, 36,400 Sitka
deer, 530 mooso, 5850 mountain goats, ond 1575 mountein shocp, according to the
nost roecnt gane population census.
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